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PREFACE 


LO] TEE 


LNEQWEIGEWS VOLOUE, 


Tuts Volume of the Magazine commences the discussion of the subject 
promised in the Preface of the last—emphatically, the obstacle in the way of 
a reformed marine service. The June number containing the Annual Report 
of the Board, is chiefly devoted to that subject. The August No. also con- 
tains communications from experienced sea Captains on the same subject. 


This volume only commences it however, and the next probably will not 
finish it. It is not expected to be finished, till the obstacle is removed, and 
that is of so obstinate a nature, embedded as it is in an overgrown evil system, 
that it is not expected to be speedily removed. It is hoped, however, that the 


faith and perseverance of the editors and correspondents will be equal to the 
task. 


We do not design, however, always to be battering away at obstacles; in 
military phrase, we shall “turn them” if we can, and go on to conquest. We 
hope, however, that our old and long tried friends and correspondents will be 
nothing daunted at a cool, steady, determined onset on such as cannot be 
turned. 


There need be no fears that the Magazine is to be made controversial, ex- 
cept against sin, We expect for the coming volume the usual variety of 
subjects and authors, on this wide and interesting field; some grave, some 
thrilling, some amusing, the sailor as he is by nature and by grace, on sea and 
on shore ; and he shall be allowed to tell his own story in his own way. 


We bind up this volume and lay it aside, as the history of another year’s 


work ; as its contributors one after another shall be “ bound about ” and laid 
away. . : 
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